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away on the same road.

early 60s. 5

twice.

was

ever broke.

I0w.to grow things.”

Heart.

HIS FIRST wife, Dianne Ritt, from |
“ whom he was divorced in 1975 after 20
years of marriage, lives a quarter-mile

- “He is a good man and I do,n?ti;;, "
believe he did it.” took part in smug-
gling, said his first wife, who isin her.

_“He kept himself and his crew alive
e they were in a prisoner of war
p for 26 months by eating ground-
rune pits and growing their own
age. He was a farm boy and knew

She said that during World War I, -
_bombers he piloted were ._shot down |

_ “The first time, he walked back and | s
flying again in three days,” she . = =
d.‘The second time, he was caught | -
e Gestapo. They tortured him for = = -
veeks, pulled out his fingernails. . = ' =

o e
53

She said he received a number bf_ :
medals, including the Medal of Honor, -
several Bronze Stars and a Purple

She had a large cardboard box filled

with news clippings, documents and.

photographs pertaining to her former
husband’s career. Among the photos
was one of him as World War I pilot, in
which he was wearing a leather helmet:

' and a white silk scarf.

R -
b it SR

o vy

with goggles, a leather flight jacket:

She described him as a loner and
said he fit his childhood nickname of
-7 '8es PILOT, Page 19A :

Dr_ug susp'ect known aéWWII her'o

PILOT, from Page 3A
Gentle Lou. He is the youngest of eight
children, she said.

She said he was called back for
service during the Korean war and
{lew transports in the Far East.

‘He was part of a select group of

pilots, she said, chosen to fly govern-
ment dignitaries. When the late Sen.
Robert Taft of Ohio died, she said, the
family asked him to fly the body back
to Ohio from Detroit. She said he was
on friendly terms with the late Sen.
Philip Hart of Michigan and that Hart
helped get federal grants to build the
Antrim County Airport.

AFTER WORLD WAR II, except
for interruptions with military service,
the couple devoted themselves to de-
veloping the airport. »

na ”

port manager, it developed from a
grass landing strip to a modern facility
with a 5,000-foot, concrete runway
and sophisticated microwave landing
aids. In the summer, there are as many
as 100 takeoffs and landings each day.
Many of the planes are corporate jets

with executives who are visiting local

resorts such as Shanty Creek and
Schuss Mountain. :

In spring 1983, the indictment

charges, the alleged mastermind of the
ring, Michael Vogel, “paid or caused to

be paid a substantial cash payment to -

defendant Louis Ritt.”
On April 18, 1983, according to the

. indictment, a DC6 “landed at the An-
trim County Airport ... carrying ap-

proximately 14,000 pounds of marijua-

- The marijuana. was unloaded; the

indictment charges, “and transported
... by truck to the Waterway Con-
struction Co. warehouse” in South-
field,

On April 22, 1984, according to the
indictment, the same DC6 landed at
Antrim County Airport and 18,000
pounds of marijuana was unloaded and
transported by truck to a barn in
Milford Township.

CHUCK SEXTON, 52, who took

over as acting airport manager after

Louis Ritt stepped down, said he can’t
believe Ritt is implicated in the mari-
juana smuggling.

“We were busy yesterday (Mon-’
day) when the FBI came,” he said. “Lou
was out pumping jet fuel in a turbo
‘prop. They got him and then they went
into a conference room. Then they left.
I didn’t notice if Lou was handcuffed.”
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By THOMAS BeVIER
and BRIAN FLANIGAN
Free Press Staff Writers
BELLAIRE — The former manager | |
| of the Antrim County Airport here,
who has been charged with bemg partier: .-
of a $90 million annual marijuana
smuggling ring, is known as a decorat-
ed World War I bomber pilot who was ‘.
shot down twice over France.
Louis Ritt, 67, who was manager of
the airport until June 1, was one of 19
people charged in the alleged ring..
According to the indictment, the air-
port here was used to route at least "
32,000 pounds of marijuana to the = |
Detroit area after it was flown from = °
the Bahamas. . .
Ritt stepped down from the manag-
er position he’d held for more than 30
years to become assistant manager. He
cited his age as the reason. i
| Gregg Smith, owner of the Antrim
'}County News, said Ritt deserves credit |
for building the finest rural airport in
the nation, but added that for several
years there have been rumors about |
; kdrug traffic at the airport.
 “T was not surprised” when Ritt
“was charged, Smith said Tuesday.
“There have been street rumors that
planes loaded with drugs were flying |
into the airport, but they could never be
substantiated.”

Smith said tht was admxred for h1s
~work at the airport and had a reputa- -
tionasa big spender Wlth aneye forthe
ladies. :

_ Ritt, who could not be located for -
comment Tuesday, now lives with his
d wife, whom he married in
mber. Their cedar-sided house is.
Road, a dirt road named after |
ily, which owned a nearby

=




Water levels rise

/98t

‘after September rains

< 3 .
High water
Continued from page] |
know how much longer we can co

- on that.”
Schweiger said now that the 1

has abated, the lake levels are ¢ The high water levels have
si

“again resuming their seasc
- decline.

‘ Huron at the end of September
about 13 inches above what it
one year ago. The September_ 1

 thly mean level was some 32 in
above the long-term average -and 6

. inches above the all-time monthly
mean high for September set in 1952.
The level was 64 inches above the

 all-4ime September low set in 1964.

The Corps’ six-month forecast of ’

~ by DOUG TRUAX

The ',expec\ted seasonal décline in

the water level of Lakes Michigan

and Huron came to an abrupt haltin hydraulic engineer for the Corps’

September as abnormal rains raised

the lakes 6 inches above August, ac-

cording to the U.S.

Engineers. @
The Corps reported that 7.4 inches

of rain fell on the lakes in

Army Corps of

September, 119 percent above nor--

For mariners, the end ot
September level was 58 inches (147
cm.) above' chart datum. The
September level for the two lakes
was at 581.62 feet above the mean
water level at Father Point, Quebec.

mal precipitation. ~
“As a result, we are looking at

breaking all-time records through

March,” said Dave Schweiger,

Detroit District office, .

The lakes are brim full, he said,
and fall or spring storms could cause
serious problems. “We've been -
awfully lucky during the last spring
and fall,” he added, “but I don’t

Continued on page 10

Photo by Doug Truax

: ‘pushed Round Lake up over the
dewalk. Temporary docks have b

visitors to their boats. Officials are stu
The elevation of Lakes Michi *dama.gegtq the docks this winter.

een installed to get
dying ways to alleviate

%
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Continued from page 1

. know how much longer we can count
- on that.”

Schweiger said now that the rain
- has abated, the lake levels are once
_again resuming their seasonal
- decline.

The elevation of Lakes Michigan-

' Huron at the end of September was

about 13 inches above what it was
one year ago. The September mon-
 thly mean level was some 32 inches
above the long-term average and 6
_ inches above the all-time monthly
mean high for September set in 1952.
The level was 64 inches above the
 all-time September low set in 1964.

The Corps’ six-month forecast of

levels for Lakes Michigan-Huron

predicts that the lakes will be above
the long-term average during the
next six months. At the end of Oc-
tober, the Corps said, the lakes will
be some 4 inches below what they
were at the end of September. They
are expected to complete their
seasonal decline in February.

At the end of March 1987, the lakes
will be 3 inches above the record for
that month set in 1986, the Corps
predicts.

For mariners, the end of
September level was 58 inches (147
cm.) above' chart datum. The
September level for the two lakes
was at 581.62 feet above the mean
water level at Father Point, Quebec.
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NEZ27 PROJ. S.T.R.A.T. IS LOCATED & MI. N.W: OF BELLAIRE ON
T E. INTERMEDIATE LK. RD. WHEN LEAVING BELLAIRE, TAKE
CAYUGA E. TO DERENZY, TURN LEFT, GO 4 MI. TO RED SCHOOL
HOUSE, TURN LEFT ON E. INTERMEDIATE LK. RD. GO APROX.
~ 1 MI. WATCH FOR 25' RED TOWER ON LEFT, FIRST DRIVEWA

§2 2 THE LEFT, BEFORE TOWER.
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=" TURNED INTO 4" SPARKS OF ELECRICITY.

PROJECT S.T.R.A.T. LABORATORY, AND GAME ROOM
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ENTER A DIFFERENT RELM, AS YOU WALK THROUGH ROOMS FULL OF FUTURISTIC

" ELECTRONIC EQUIPMENT. TOUR PROJECT S.T.R.A.T.'S LABORATORY AND SEE MUSIC
CITY. CHECK OUT THE 2 STORY TALL HIGH
VOLTAGE TRANSMITTER USED TO BEAM MUSIC iINTC SPACE.
WHILE YOU'RE HERE, PLAY SOME OF OUR VIDEO CAMES INCLUDING:
STAR WARS, ALIEN SYNDROME, GALACA-3. MAJOX HAVOC, MAY. RPM, AND VIPER,

Cie.

s
§

HOURS: 11:00 A.M. TG 5:00 #.i
MONDAY THRU FRIDAY OTHER TIMES BY APPOINIMENT.

WE ARE LOCATED 5 MILES NW OF BELLAIRE Gi F. INTERMERIATE LAXE DR.
(616) 533-8506
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