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Picking produce (as Ivan) or gu1tar (as Ike),
it’s all the same to Central Lake farmer

CENTRAL LAKE - Ivan
Parsons is well known in An-
trim County—but not as Ivan
Parsons.

For years Ivan-—alias ‘“Ike
and his One Man Band,” have
- entertained folks at county
bistros. Accompanied by an
ingenious musical device
known as a ‘sideman’ in the
music business, Ike
_ plucked his guitar and sung
everything from pop, couniry,

has

folk and hillbilly to polkas and
old standards—to a loyal fol-
lowing of fans that go where-
ever Ike goes as he hopscot-
ches the areas. nightlife cir-
cuit.

And although Ike still enjoys
performing a regular weekend
gig at a nearby watering hole,
he’s getting his big kicks these
days from providing family
entertainment--the mouth
watering «ind-by raising and

selling acres of vegetables on

his farm near here.

Parsons Farm Market, lo-
cated a mile and a half east of
Central Lake, then a quarter
mile north of 624 on Muckle
Road, officially opened its
doors for business two weeks
ago.

Folks who saw it before Ivan

bought the place in February |

were betting that the 95 acre
farm, half of which is now

‘also handled.
‘from the hives of well known
_Ellsworth apiarist Jacob C.
DeKorne, while Ivan’s father —

growing produce, would never
be open again. It was a mess.
The farmhouse had been de-
serted. And everywhere Ivan
looked there was work to be
done.

That’s when yankee ingen-
uity stepped in. With a help

from some neighbors (‘‘these

people are the friendliest I've
ever seen around here,”
claims Ivan), a healthy dose

,of elbow grease and the kind of
_ work days time clocks aren’t

geared to calculate, Ivan and
helper Mae Warner were well

¢ on their way to hanging out

their shingle as a bonafide
business.

FRESH PRODUCE DAILY

“Freshness is the main
thing here,” claims Ivan, ex-
plaining his farm market’s
operation. ‘“Everything we
have here is local. We pick it

. daily, or every other day, and

it’s just as fresh as it can be.”

In addition to the multitude
of vegetables--everything
from sweet corn, to tender,
tiny sprouts of broccoli and
squash even the natives
haven’t heard of-Parsons
Farm Market carries milk

_ and eggs at farm prices.

Honey and maple syrup are
The honey’s

“Pure products is what we
try to handle here,”” says Ivan.
“No junk food.”

For organic gardening
types, questioning what kinds
of pesticides and fertilizers
were used by Ivan to preduce :
the bountiful yields evident in
the fields around the Parsons
farm, he has a patent answer: .
«Ag little as possible, and only
the kinds that are proven and
rated to be non-harmful or
non-toxic.”

BULK ORDERS FOR
CANNERS

Since canning season is al-

ready here, Ivan and Mae
Warner are now taking bulk/
orders-by the bushel or halt
bushel—for do-it-yourselfers
wanting to can or freeze pro-
duce. _
In addition to operating his
farm market, Ivan also sup-
plies area supermarkets with
fresh produce. And when he’s
not picking produce, his gui-
tar, or traveling his delivery
route, Ivan and Mae Warner
are planning for next year.
Two irrigation ponds have al-
ready been dug. They’re in
preparation for the trickle ir-
rigation system Ivan wants to
introduce next spring. Straw-

berries and raspbernes are

part of th‘
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CEMENT DIVISION
Natlonal Gypsum Company
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JOHN S. SHEPHERD

U. F. O. SPECIAL INVEST! IGATOR
MICHIGAN U. F. O. CENTER
PROJECT S.T.RAT.

ROUTE 1, BOX 313
CENTRAL LAKE, MICH. 42622
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1980 Girl Séout Calendar

GIRL SCOUTS
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